Megaselia hansonix
Megaselia imitatrix and M. hansonix are obligate aquatic species (Disney et al. 2009 ). There are at least 3 almost identical scuttle flies in the genus Megaselia Rondani that exploit aquatic habitats: M. imitatrix Borgmeier, known from Florida, Illinois, Indiana, Missouri, Dominica, and Puerto Rico; M. hansonix Disney, known from Florida and Texas; and an undescribed species from Brazil (Borgmeier 1969; Disney et al. 2009 ). The natural larval habitat of these species appears to be natural containers such as rotholes in trees (Copeland 1989 ) and husks of Theobroma cacao L. (Benton & Claugher 2000) . However, aquatic phorid larvae have been taken from artificial containers in the Florida Keys (Hribar et al. 2004) .
The specimens originally sent to the Los Angeles County Museum of Natural History were not retained; therefore it is not possible to say with certainty that the species reported by Hribar et al. (2004) was really M. hansonix (Disney 2008a ). However, judging from the identity of the adult flies collected in traps and given the apparently more widespread distribution of M. hansonix in the Florida Keys, it is likely that the species was M. hansonix, not M. imitatrix. The morphology of the aquatic phorid larvae that have been cleared and mounted on slides reveals that the species was not M. scalaris; moreover, the latter species' larvae are primarily terrestrial, although they do occasionally invade the aquatic habitats of containers (Disney 2008b ).
SUMMARY
The aquatic scuttle flies, Megaselia hansonix Disney and M. imitatrix Borgmeier, (Diptera: Phoridae) are reported for the first time from Florida, USA.
